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A Journey into the Past: Preserving the Visages of History

Imagine capturing the true likeness of a legendary figure, preserving their
very essence for future generations. This remarkable feat was achieved by
one man: Albert Einstein Browere, the master of life masks. His
groundbreaking technique allowed him to create lifelike impressions of the
faces of some of the most prominent Americans of his time.

Step into the world of Browere life masks, where history comes alive before
your eyes. Discover the significance of these extraordinary works of art,
explore the intricate process behind their creation, and witness the
painstaking efforts made to preserve them for posterity.

Albert Einstein Browere: The Master of Life Masks
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Born in 1864, Albert Einstein Browere was a self-taught sculptor who
dedicated his life to capturing facial anatomy with unparalleled accuracy.
Driven by a passion for art and a deep understanding of human physiology,
he perfected a unique method of creating life masks.

Browere's technique involved applying a layer of plaster directly onto the
subject's face, expertly capturing every contour and detail. The resulting
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impressions were not only visually captivating but also served as valuable
scientific records.
From Living Features to Enduring Sculptures

The creation of Browere life masks was a meticulous and time-consuming
process. Here's an overview of the key steps involved:

1. Preparation: Before applying the plaster, Browere would carefully
prepare the subject's face, removing any hair or obstructions that could
interfere with the impression.

2. Application: Using a fine brush, Browere would apply a thin layer of
freshly mixed plaster onto the subject's face, avoiding the eyes, mouth,
and nostrils.

3. Molding: Over the initial layer, Browere would apply thicker layers of
plaster, building up the mold and capturing the contours of the face.

4. Removal: Once the plaster had set, Browere would carefully remove
the mold from the subject's face, leaving behind an exact impression.

5. Casting: The plaster mold was then used to create a permanent cast,
either in plaster or bronze, preserving the subject's likeness.

Faces of Renown: Browere Life Masks in the National Portrait Gallery



Browere's life mask of Abraham Lincoln, capturing the President's somber
expression and rugged features.

Browere's life masks have become iconic representations of some of the
most famous Americans. His subjects included:

Abraham Lincoln
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Walt Whitman

Mark Twain

Helen Keller

Frederick Douglass

Andrew Carnegie

Thomas Edison

These life masks provide invaluable insights into the physical appearances
and facial expressions of these historical figures. They are not mere
representations but windows into their characters and stories.
Preserving a Legacy: The Smithsonian's Role



Today, the Smithsonian Institution's National Portrait Gallery is home to one
of the largest and most comprehensive collections of Browere life masks.
The gallery has undertaken extensive conservation efforts to preserve
these fragile works of art for future generations.

Through meticulous cleaning, restoration, and research, the Smithsonian
ensures that Browere's life masks continue to inspire and educate the
public. These masks serve as a testament to the artist's skill and the
enduring legacy of the personalities they portray.
Beyond Faces: The Enduring Significance of Browere Life Masks
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Browere life masks are more than just historical artifacts; they are portals
into the past, connecting us with the faces and personalities that shaped
the course of American history. Their significance extends beyond their
aesthetic value:

Historical Documentation: Life masks provide accurate and detailed
records of facial features, aiding in historical research and the
understanding of individuals' physical appearances.

Artistic Inspiration: Browere's life masks have inspired countless
artists and sculptors, influencing the development of portraiture and
sculpture throughout history.

Educational Value: Life masks offer a unique educational tool,
allowing students and researchers to study facial anatomy and gain
insights into the lives of historical figures.

Albert Einstein Browere's life masks continue to captivate and inform,
serving as a timeless reminder of the power of art to preserve history and
connect us to the human experience.
Experience the Browere Masterpieces

Immerse yourself in the world of Browere life masks by visiting the
Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery in Washington, D.C. There, you can
encounter these extraordinary works of art in person, marveling at their
intricate details and the stories they hold.

For those unable to visit the gallery, an extensive online gallery featuring
Browere life masks is available on the Smithsonian website. Explore the
collection and discover the faces that have shaped American history.
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High Lonesome: A Literary Journey into the
Heart of the American South
&lt;p&gt;Hannah weaves a intricate tapestry of relationships that explore
the complexities of human connection. The protagonist, Cornelius
Suttree, is a enigmatic figure...
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Unravel the Secrets of the Supernatural Realm:
"Creatures of Subterfuge: Books of Ascension"
Immerse Yourself in the Enigmatic World of the Supernatural Prepare to
be captivated by "Creatures of Subterfuge: Books of Ascension,"...
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