MLS and the Rise of American Soccer
Fandom: A Comprehensive Guide

Major League Soccer (MLS) has emerged as a force to be reckoned with in
the world of sports, captivating a growing legion of fans across the United
States. In this article, we delve into the history, milestones, and impact of
MLS on the American soccer landscape, shedding light on its role in
fostering a passionate soccer fandom that is transforming the perception of

the sport in the US.
A Historical Timeline of MLS
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. *1998:** MLS was founded with 10 teams as part of an effort to

secure the hosting rights for the 1994 FIFA World Cup.

**1996:** The inaugural MLS season kicked off with a match between
the San Jose Clash and the DC United at Spartan Stadium in San
Jose, California.

**1999:** Women's United Soccer Association (WUSA) was launched

as the first professional women's soccer league in the US.

**2001:** MLS and WUSA merged, creating a new United Soccer
Leagues (USL) First Division.

**2002:** The USL First Division was renamed the USL Pro Select
League.

**2005:** David Beckham joined the LA Galaxy, marking a significant
moment in MLS history.

**2007:** The USL Pro Select League was renamed the USL First
Division.

**2009:** Seattle Sounders FC won the US Open Cup, becoming the
first MLS team to win the tournament since 1999.

**2010:** The USL First Division was renamed the USL Pro.
**2011:** The USL Pro was renamed the USL.

**2013:** The USL was renamed the USL Pro.

**2014:** The USL Pro was renamed the USL.

**2015:** The USL was renamed the USL Championship.



14. **2017:** MLS celebrated its 25th season, showcasing the league's
growth and popularity.

15. **2020:** The MLS season was suspended due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

16. **2021:** MLS resumed play, with the Seattle Sounders FC winning
the MLS Cup for the second time.

17. **2022:** MLS expanded to 28 teams with the addition of St. Louis City
SC and the Charlotte FC.

Key Milestones in the Rise of MLS Fandom

= The signing of David Beckham: Beckham's arrival in MLS in 2007
brought global attention to the league, helping to legitimize it in the
eyes of fans around the world.

= The launch of ESPN FC: ESPN FC, a dedicated 24-hour soccer
channel, was launched in 2013, providing comprehensive coverage of
MLS and other soccer leagues, further fueling fan engagement.

= The rise of social media: The advent of social media platforms such
as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram has played a significant role in
connecting fans with MLS teams, players, and each other, creating a
vibrant online community.

= The expansion of MLS: The continuous expansion of MLS into new
markets has brought the league to a wider audience, introducing
soccer to new fans in various parts of the United States.

Influential Figures in MLS History



= Don Garber: As the Commissioner of MLS since 1999, Garber has
been instrumental in the league's growth and development.

= David Beckham: Beckham's arrival in MLS in 2007 was a watershed
moment for the league, attracting global attention and boosting its
popularity.

= Landon Donovan: Donovan, a former US national team captain and
MLS MVP, is considered one of the greatest players in American
soccer history.

=  Mia Hamm: Hamm, a two-time Olympic gold medalist and FIFA World
Cup champion, is regarded as one of the most influential women's
soccer players of all time.

The Vibrant Fan Culture of MLS

= Supporter groups: MLS has a thriving supporter culture, with
passionate fan groups that organize chants, tifo displays, and other
activities to create a vibrant atmosphere at matches.

= Rivalries: Fierce rivalries have developed between MLS teams, such
as the rivalry between the LA Galaxy and the Seattle Sounders FC,
adding to the excitement and intensity of the league.

= MLS Cup: The MLS Cup, the championship match of the league, has
become a major sporting event in the United States, attracting large
crowds and generating significant media coverage.

The Future of MLS and American Soccer

= Continued expansion: MLS plans to expand to 30 teams by 2025,
with new franchises being considered in cities such as San Diego,



Detroit, and Sacramento.

= Investment in youth development: MLS clubs are investing heavily
in youth academies to develop homegrown players, aiming to improve
the quality of the league and the competitiveness of the US national
team.

= Increased global reach: MLS is focusing on increasing its global
reach through partnerships with international clubs and leagues, as
well as by participating in international tournaments.

MLS has transformed the soccer landscape in the United States, fostering
a passionate and growing fan base. Through its milestones, influential
figures, and vibrant fan culture, MLS has played a significant role in
shaping the perception of soccer in the US. As the league continues to
expand and invest in youth development, the future of MLS and American
soccer looks bright, with the potential to reach even greater heights in the
years to come.
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