
Saving Our History One Photo At Time:
Cruising Ontario 224
A Photographic Journey Through Ontario's Maritime Past

In the ever-changing tapestry of time, it is the moments captured through
the lens of a camera that often hold the power to transport us back to the
past, revealing the forgotten stories and preserving the rich heritage of our
communities. For over three decades, renowned photographer Barry
Sutton has dedicated his life to capturing the essence of Ontario's maritime
history, one photograph at a time. His latest masterpiece, "Cruising Ontario
224," is a stunning tribute to the province's nautical legacy, showcasing the
timeless beauty of its waterways and the vibrant communities that have
thrived along their shores.
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With a keen eye for detail and an unwavering passion for preservation,
Sutton embarked on a remarkable journey to document the province's vast
network of inland waterways, stretching from the sparkling shores of the
Great Lakes to the hidden coves and inlets that dot the landscape. Through
his lens, we witness the grandeur of massive freighters navigating narrow
channels, the graceful movement of sailboats gliding across open waters,
and the charming simplicity of fishing vessels returning to their home ports.

Beyond the breathtaking scenery, "Cruising Ontario 224" also delves into
the captivating stories of the people who have shaped Ontario's maritime
heritage. Sutton introduces us to lighthouse keepers, shipbuilders, sailors,
and community members, each with their own unique connection to the
province's waterways. Their firsthand accounts provide a rich context for
the photographs, offering a glimpse into the challenges, triumphs, and
everyday lives of those who have made Ontario's maritime history.
Exploring the Vastness of the Great Lakes

Ontario's maritime heritage is inextricably linked to the vast expanse of the
Great Lakes, the largest freshwater system in the world. In "Cruising
Ontario 224," Sutton takes us on a breathtaking tour of these iconic waters,
capturing the diverse landscapes that surround them. From the rugged
shorelines of Lake Superior to the bustling ports of Lake Ontario, each
photograph showcases the unique character and beauty of these
freshwater giants.

A panoramic view of the Great Lakes, with sailboats in the foreground
and the distant horizon



Sutton's lens captures the grandeur of massive freighters traversing the
open waters, their hulking silhouettes against the backdrop of endless blue.
We witness the delicate dance of sailboats as they navigate the gentle
waves, their sails billowing against the vastness of the horizon. And in the
intimate coves and harbors, we discover the quaint beauty of fishing
vessels, their nets laden with the bounty of the lakes.

A massive freighter sailing on Lake Huron, with the Mackinac Bridge in
the background

Freighters, the workhorses of the Great Lakes
Unveiling the Hidden Gems of Georgian Bay

Within the vast embrace of Lake Huron lies Georgian Bay, a labyrinthine
archipelago renowned for its stunning natural beauty. Sutton's photographs
transport us to this aquatic paradise, revealing its secluded coves, towering
cliffs, and countless islands. Through his lens, we discover hidden
beaches, pristine waters, and charming waterfront communities that have
preserved their unique heritage.



Sutton's photographs capture the essence of Georgian Bay's diverse
landscapes, from the rugged grandeur of the Thirty Thousand Islands to
the serene beauty of its inland lakes. We encounter kayakers paddling
through crystal-clear waters, sailors navigating the intricate channels, and
hikers exploring the unspoiled shorelines.
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Exploring Georgian Bay's hidden coves
Capturing the Untamed Spirit of Lake Superior

As we venture northwest to Lake Superior, Sutton's photographs reveal the
raw and untamed beauty of Canada's largest freshwater lake. Along the
rugged shores of Superior, we witness towering cliffs, crashing waves, and
endless horizons that stretch as far as the eye can see.
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Sutton's lens captures the dramatic power of Superior's storms, as waves
crash against the rocky coastline, sending spray high into the air. We
witness the resilience of the communities that have made their home along
these unforgiving shores, their livelihoods and traditions shaped by the
rhythms of the lake.
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A fishing boat on Lake Superior, with the rugged shoreline in the
background

Fishing, a way of life on Lake Superior
Discovering the Tranquil Shores of Lake Huron

Contrasting the untamed wilderness of Lake Superior is the tranquil beauty
of Lake Huron, a vast inland sea that stretches from Georgian Bay to the
Straits of Mackinac. Sutton's photographs capture the gentle slopes of
Huron's eastern shoreline, dotted with picturesque towns and sandy
beaches.

Sutton's lens captures the vibrant communities that have thrived along
Huron's shores, from bustling port cities to quaint fishing villages. We
witness the bustling activity of marinas, where boats are readied for
summer adventures, and the serene beauty of secluded bays, where
paddlers glide effortlessly through the water.
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Sailboats sailing on Lake Huron, with the Mackinac Bridge in the
background

Sailing, a popular pastime on Lake Huron
Exploring the Historic Shores of Lake Erie

As we continue our journey to Lake Erie, Sutton's photographs reveal a
landscape rich in both natural beauty and historical significance. From the
bustling waterfront of Toronto to the charming vineyards of Niagara-on-the-
Lake, Erie's shores have played a pivotal role in shaping Ontario's history.
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